Winnipeg Centennial Library
Winnipeg, Manitoba

A major renovation and addition to the
Winnipeg Centennial Library are pro-
posed to revitalize the existing 1970's
building. Changes include reorganiza-
tion and expansion of the collection,
reorganization of the circulation sys-
tems, and new social spaces.

The existing library consists largely of
independent floor plates isolated from
one another. In order to foster a greater
sense of community within the library,
a large terraced reading room that inter-
connects the existing floor plates and a
new fourth floor was developed along
the edge of the building. The terraces
complement adjacent functional
spaces, and an integrated staircase pro-
vides convenient circulation between
the floors. At the top of the terraced
reading room, (presently the roof), a
new grand space houses the Library’s
reference collections.

Because the existing library is largely
introverted and lacks any strong con-
nection to the exterior, the entire edge
of the terraced reading room is glazed,
opening up the library to views of the
adjacent park and city streets. At the
same time, the glazed wall allows the
life of the library to contribute to the life
of the park and street beyond.

The combination of the extreme climate
of Winnipeg with the need for comfort
near the glazed wall necessitates a wall
assembly with two glazing layers sepa-
rated by a 1m gap. This assembly
creates a thermal buffer that allows
acceptable comfort levels to be
achieved with a very high standard of
energy efficiency, as well as providing
natural ventilation and daylighting.

Architect: Patkau Architects / LM Archi-
tectural Group.
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